
Art is Not an 

Accident: 

Elements and 

Principles of Art



The Three Big Ideas of This Course

1. Artists create art for an aesthetic experience. 

Aesthetic: A human experience that combines seeing, feeling, 

appreciation and meaning from viewing a manipulated object.

2. The way artists create art is based on tradition and 

change, looking to the past, present or future. 

3. The meaning of art may be one thing, but the 

interpretations of it may be many. 

Time, place, location, etc.



The Four Major Parts of Art

1. Form: HOW the piece is made or 
created

• Elements

• Principles

• Medium

• Materials

2. Function: What was the purpose 
of this? What was it for? What 
was it meant to do?



The Four Major Parts of Art

3. Content: What’s in it or NOT in 
it? What’s happening IN the 
work?

4. Context: What was going on 
OUTSIDE the work when it was 
made? 

• Time period

• Location

• Culture

• Geographical Region

• Audience



If Art was like cooking…..

• In examining the formal elements of art, you need 

to be familiar with the Elements and Principles of 

art. To do this, Imagine that art is like cooking.

• The Elements are the basic ingredients. Without 

them, you don’t have a meal and it won’t taste as 

good.

• The Principles are the recipe. This is how the 

ingredients are put together to form a tasty dish. 

(For example, Combine milk, eggs and flour in a 

large bowl and stir)



The End Result: Composition

• The Composition is the 

meal that is created by 

adding the ingredients 

(elements) and following 

the recipe (principles). 

• The Composition refers 

to how an artist organizes 

the artwork, placing 

shapes on a surface or 

arranging them in space 

(sculpture/architecture)



The Elements of Art

• Line: One dimensional, shape movement of the viewer 
eye.

• Shape: Define objects in space, has only height and 
width.

• Form: Depth, height and width.

• Space: Creates depth and dimension, uses positive and 
negative space.

• Color: Hue (primary, secondary colors, warm or cool) 
and intensity.)

• Value: The brightness of color, used to show mood (night 
scenes, somber moments, etc) Range of light and dark.

• Texture: How an object would look or feel in real life 
(velvet, porcupine quills, etc)



Line

• Vincent Van Gogh: 

Arles: View from 

the Wheat Fields, 

1888



Shape

• Unknown 

Artist

• An 

Elephant

• 1250-1260



Form/Shape

• Andy Warhol-Campbell’s 

Soup Can

http://www.artsz.org/art-elements/andy-warhol-campbell-soup-can/


Space

• Edgar 

Degas

• The 

Duchess de 

Montejasi 

and her 

Daughters, 

Elena and 

Camilla

• 1876



Color (Hue)

• Claude 

Monet

• Tulip 

Fields in 

Holland



Value
• Josef Israels

• A Woman 

Sewing



Texture

• Jean Auguste Dominique 

Ingres

• Napoleon Bonaparte



The Important Principles
• The Principles of art are created by combining together 

different elements. 

• The Major Artistic Principles are:

• Balance: Arranging the elements to create a stable or unstable 

feeling in the work. 

• Emphasis: The focus point of an image. 

• Contrast: Creating interest and tension in the work. 

• Rhythm: Repetition of elements to produce movement 

• Unity: Elements work together to create a pleasing image.

• Variety: The use of difference in the work to increase visual 

interest.

• Proportion/Scale: Comparative relationship of one part to 

another.

• Movement: The path that they eye takes through the work. 







Paul Delaroche: The Execution of Lady 

Jane Grey, 1833



















Terms to Take Away….

• Aesthetic

• Form

• Function

• Context

• Content

• Elements 

• Principles

• Composition



Create an Analogy

Directions:

After hearing and/or reviewing the lecture today over the 

elements and principles of art, come up with your own analogy for the 

role they play in creating aesthetic works of art. You must include the 

terms, elements, principles and composition in your analogy. 

Example: 

Art is like baking a cake. The elements are the basic ingredients 

which make up the batter. The principles are the step-by-step 

directions for combining those elements listed in the cookbook. The 

principles tell you how to put the elements together to create the 

perfect composition, which is the cake. 

Your turn! Follow the formula to come up with your analogy:

Your name: 

Analogy: Art is like…….




